The prognostic significance of arterial blood pressure in liver cirrhosis.
A decrease of the blood pressure (BP) due to the changes in the regulatory mechanisms of blood pressures homeostasis is frequently observed in cirrhosis. The present work studied the blood pressure profile of the cirrhotic patients and estimated the influence it might have on the survival prognosis at one year. A lower mean blood pressure: 8.25 +/- 1.5 cm Hg is observed versus a control group: 9.8 + 2.0 cm Hg (p < 0.001). The decrease is due to the patients with severe liver impairment (Child class C). The survival is poor in cirrhosis with hypotension (systolic blood pressure < 9 cm Hg): 75 +/- 10%, than in patients with systolic blood pressure between 9 and 11 cm Hg (survival rate 91 +/- 6%) and patients with systolic blood pressure over 11 cm Hg (survival rate 88 +/- 6%) (p < 0.001).